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Ho.  op  Reps. 


TERRITORIAL  GOVERNMENT— DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 
.AND  DELEGATE  TO  CONGRESS. 


February  28,  1832. 

Read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Hous^. 


Mr.  Doddridge,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom 
the  subject  had  been  referred^  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  for  the  District  .of  Columbia ,  to  whom  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  President’s  message ,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session, 
as  relates  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  people  of  the  said  district 
to  be  represented  by  a  delegate  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner  that  other  territories 
are  represented ,  or  of  creating  within  the  said  district  a  local  legisla¬ 
ture;  also ,  sundry  memorials  on  the  same  subjects; ,  and  the  resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  21  st  December  last,  instructing  them  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 
a  delegate,  in  the  said  district ,  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States ,  with  a  right  to  debate  on  any  question  relating  to  the 
interests  of  the  said  district ,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration , 
arid  have  agreed  to  the  following  report  and  resolutions  thereupon: 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  Would  not  be  advisable  either  to  al¬ 
low  to  the  people  of  the  district  a  delegate  or  a  local  legislature;  for' the  pur¬ 
poses  recommended  and  proposed..  This  opinion  is  founded  on  the  known 
diversity  of  interests  existing  between  the  different  parts  of  the  territory— - 
a  diversity  which  is  irreconcilable,  and  which  must  continue  to  exist,  as 
the  population  is  made  up,  in  part,  of  three  different  and  distinct  sections,  in¬ 
corporated  with  different  powers,  by  three  separate  sovereignties,  and  used 
and  accustomed  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  different  States.  The  greatest  evil 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  proposed  representation  by  a  delegate,  would 
he,  that  the  person  elected  could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  the  faithful 
representative  of  all  the  interests  committed  to  his  charge.  Should  this 
representation  be  allowed,  the  different  sections  #ouid  be  represented  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  number  of  white  population,  or  according  to  their  assessments 
for  taxes  for  city  and  distrietpurposes,  or  to  some  scale  compounded  of  both. 
But,  by  whatever  rule  the  representation  might  be  apportioned,  no  person 
could  be  elected  by  common  consent.  The  person  elected,  therefore,  would 
owe  his  success  to  the  votes  of  the  city*  opposed  to  those  of  Alexandria 
and  Georgetown,  or  to  a  combined  vote  of  the  two  latter  against  the  for- 
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roer.  In  either  case,  the  unsuccessful  party  would  be  under  the  necessity 
of  asking  the  aid  of  other  members  of  Congress,  to  oppose,  on  the  floor,  or 
in  committee,  the  measures  of  their  own  immediate  representative.  This  state 
of  things  alone  would  give  rise  to  the  most  painful  struggles. 

Another  evil  likely  to  result  from  such  a  measure,  would  be  found  in  the 
number  of  propositions,  of  even  a  trifling  and  insignificant  character,  which: 
a  delegate  would  feel  himself  bound  to  submit.  In  this  respect,  a  delegate 
from  the  district,  living  among  his  constituents,  and  performing  his  official 
duties  under  their  immediate  cognizance,  would  be  subject  to  so  many  im¬ 
portunities,  as  to  render  his  own  situation  disagreeable,  by  rejecting  such 
applications  as  his  own  judgment  might  disapprove,  as  troublesome  to  the 
body  of  which  he  would  be  a  member,  by  the  constant  agitation  of  proposi¬ 
tions  which  the  judgment  of  that  body  must  reject;  and,  however  weighty  the 
objections  here  urged  may  seem  in  the  judgment  of  others,  the  experience 
of  your  committee  is,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  convince  its  members  of  their  ir- 
sistible  influence. 

The  same  reasons  may  be  urged,  and  with  equal  force,  against  a  local  le¬ 
gislature.  From  the  variety  of  demands  made  on  the  time  and  attention  of 
the  committee,  and  the  almost  unusual  conflict  of  opinions  with  regard  to 
the  various  measures  proposed,  your  committee  are  inclined  to  believe  that  a 
local  legislature  would  present  such  a  variety  of  acts  to  be  revised  and  adopt¬ 
ed,  or  rejected,  by  Congress,  as  would  consume  more  of  its  time  in  district 
legislation,  than  is  at  present  devoted  to  that  object. 

However  strongly  your  committee  were  inclined  to  the  adoption  of  the 
foregoing  opinions,  they  were,,  nevertheless,  anxious  to  ascertain  the  wishes 
of  tire  people  of  the  district  on  subjects  to  them  so  vitally  interesting;  and 
in  as  much  asa  proposition  to  re-cede  the  Virginia  part  of  the  district  to  that 
State  had  been  agitated  on  various  occasions,  and  at  different  times,  they 
considered  the  present  a  suitable  time  to  ascertain  the  views  and  wishes  of 
the  people  of  Alexandria  county  on  that  subject.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  therefore  addressed  a  letter  to  the  mayor  of  Alexandria,  request¬ 
ing  that  the  sense  of  the  people  of  that  county  might  be  expressed  on  the 
three  following  subjects: 

1st.  A  retrocession; 

2d.  A  delegate  in  Congress^ and1  m  -s 

3d.  A  local  legislature. 

The  proceedings  of  the  corporation  on  that  request  are  stated  in  the  let¬ 
ter  herewith  reported,  marked  A p  and  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  chairman, 
and  a  statement  of  the  votes  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  beforementioned  re¬ 
quest,  appear  in  the  documents  marked  Hand  C,  also  herewith  reported. 

By  these  documents,  it  appearsr  that,  in  the  whole  county  of  Alexandria, 
Including  the  corporation,  there  were  against  any  change,  419  votes;  against 
a  delegate  to  Congress,  all  the  votes  but  one ;  and  against  a  local  legislature,, 
the  same;  and  in  favor  of  retrocession,  310. 

It  further  appears,  that  those  voting  against  a  retrocession  are  assessed  on 
property  to  the  amount  151,480,400,  while  those  who  voted  for  retroces¬ 
sion  are  only  assessed  on  property  to  the  amount  of  $408,706. 

Your  committee  forbear  the  expression  of  any  opinion  on  the  constitu¬ 
tional  power  of  Congress  to  re-cede  any  part  of  the  district,  or  on  the  policy 
of  the  exercise  of  such  a  power,  now,  or  at  any  future  period,  supposing 
the  power  to  exist.  They  merely  remark,  that,  while  a  retrocession  of  Alex¬ 
andria  county  would  remove  many  of  the  objections  to  a  delegate  in  Con- 
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gress,  or  a  local  legislature,  such  a  measure  could  never  be  adopted  with  jus¬ 
tice  and  propriety  against  such  an  expression  of  the  wishes  of  those  imme¬ 
diately  affected. 

Your  committee  have  used  such  meansas  their  opportunities  afforded  them, 
to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Washington  coun¬ 
ty,  including  the  city  and  Georgetown,  on  the  questions  of  a  delegate  in 
Congress,  and  a  local  legislature;  and  they  are  well  satisfied  that  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people  in  that  county  are  against  both  those 
measures. 

With  this  knowledge  of  the  wishes  of  the  district,  and  influenced  by  the 
considerations  before  set  forth,  your  committee  offer  for  the  adoption  of  the 
House  the  following  resolutions: 

1st.  Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  be  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  so  much  of  the  President’s  mes¬ 
sage,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  as  recommends  the  passage  of  a 
law  allowing  the  people  of  the  said  district  a  delegate  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and,  also,  from  the  further  consideration  of  a  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  House  of  the  21st  of  December  last,  instructing  them  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  for  the  first  of  the  objects  above  men¬ 
tioned;  and,  also,  of  the  various  memorials  to  them  referred  on  the  subjects 
aforesaid. 

2d.  Resolvedy  That  the  said  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  so  much  of  the  President’s  message  as  relates  to  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  local  legislature  within  the  said  district,  for  district  and  city 
purposes;  and,  also,  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  several  memorials 
io  them  referred  on  the  subject  last  mentioned. 


TWENTY-SECOND  CONGRESS,1  FIRST  SESSION. 

In  the  House  of  Representavives, 

December  2\,  1831. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carson, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  he  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  election 
©f  a  delegate,  in  the  said  district,  to  the  Douse  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  right  to  debate  on  any  question  relating  to  the  inte¬ 
rests  of  said  district. 

Attest:  M.  S.  CLARKE,  Clerk . 


A. 

Alexandria,  16/A  January y  1832. 

Dear  sir:  Your  letter,  addressed  to  the  mayor,  has  been  laid  before  us, 
as  the  committee  appointed  by  the  authorities  of  the  town,  to  attend  to  such 
subjects  as  may  be  brought  before  Congress,  in  which  Alexandria  is  inte- 
Tested-  % 
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You  say  that  the  committee  of  the  district  desire  to  know,  in  some 
certain  way,  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  this  county  on  the  following  pro¬ 
positions: 

1.  A  retrocession  to  Virginia; 

2.  A  delegate  on  the  floor  of  Congress; 

3.  A  local  legislature. 

With  regard  to  the  first,  so  far  as  we  are  acquainted  with  the  opinion  o) 
the  people,  they  are  opposed  to  retrocession.  We  have  had  opportunities  of 
hearing  them  express  their  sentiments  on  this  point,  and  we  feel  ourselves 
justified  in  stating  that  they  are  opposed  to  the  measure.  This  subject  has 
been  more  than  once  before  Congress,  and  on  one  occasion  the  people  ex¬ 
pressed  their  opposition  to  it. 

We  would  refer  you  to  a  report  prepared  and  presented  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Powers,  th«n  the  chairman  of  the  district  com¬ 
mittee,  on  the  3d  March,  1830,  No.  269,  page  14,  of  the  pamphlet  form. 
In  this  report,  you  will  find  a  statement  of  the  several  attempts  which  have 
been  made  to  retrocede  a  portion  of  the  district.  The  first  attempt  was  in 
the  year  1863,  at  which  time  the  people  of  Alexandria  remonstrated  against 
it.  By  referring  as  above  mentioned,  you  will  see  their  proceedings. 

As  to  the  second  proposition,  that  of  a  delegate  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
To  this,  we  reply,  most  confidently,  the  people  are  opposed.  We  would 
here  respectfully  remark,  that  having  a  delegate  could  not  relieve  Congress 
from  any  trouble;  and  we  should  be  no  better  off,  on  the  ground  of  exercsing 
the  right  of  suffrage,  than  we  now  are:  in  the  Senate,  we  could  have  no 
Senator;  and  the  delegate  in  the  House  could  do  no  more  than  give  informa¬ 
tion  of  our  wishes,  which  is  now  done  by  memorials;  so  that  we  should 
have  no  more  than  the  shadow  of  a  representative,  without  the  benefit  of  his 
vote.  This  privilege  would  be  only  a  legislative  grant,  which  might  be 
withdrawn  at  any  time  when  (Jongres  should  see  fit;  and  therefore,  in  prin¬ 
ciple,  we  would  be  as  dependant  upon  that  body  as  we  now  are.  There  are 
other  objections,  independent  of  these,  which  are  sufficient  to  satisfy  us  that 
we  are  better  off  without  the  delegate. 

The  third  proposition  is  one  to  w  hich  the  people  of  this  place  are  more 
averse  than  either  of  the  others.  Aside  from  its  utter  inexpediency,  we 
think  that  Congress  cannot,  constitutionally,  create  a  local  legislature  for  the 
people  of  the  district.  In  1825,  a  proposition  for  one  was  presented  to  Con¬ 
gress  by  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses;  but  the  people  being  opposed 
to  it,  it  lailed.  In  the  45th  page  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Powers,  before  men¬ 
tioned,  in  the  answer  to  the  28th  question  put  to  three  citizens  of  this  place, 
you  will  find  the  objections  to  the  measure  under  consideration  more  fully 
stated;  and  in  the  15th  page  will  be  seen  the  reasons  of  the  district  com¬ 
mittee  for  reporting  against  it. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  people  of  Alexandria  prefer  remaining  as  they 
are,  and  that  Congress  should  continue  to  legislate  for  them  directly.  But 
if  Congress,  against  our  wishes,  will  force  upon  us  either  retrocession,  a 
delegate,  ora  local  legislature,  we  would  prefer,  of  the  three,  going  back  to 
Virginia;  but  we  trust  we  shall  not  be  driven  to  this  alternative. 

If  Congress  would  appoint  suitable  commissioners  to  prepare  general  laws- 
for  the  district,  it  would  remove  all  difficulty  and  trouble. 

If  the  committee  should  not  consider  this  communication  as  containing 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Alexandria,  and  will  so. 
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inform  us,  we  will  endeavor  to  obtain  it  in  a  manner  that  will  be  satisfacto¬ 
ry.  If  we  are  to  resort  to  the  vote  or  expression  of  opinion  by  each  per¬ 
son,  it  will  take  longer  time  than  a  fortnight,  the  time  limited  in  your 
letter. 

We  are  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

EDM,  I.  LE$. 

THOMPSON  F.  MASON. 
W.  FOWLE. 

GEO.  BRENT. 

R.  J.  TAYLOR. 

Honorable  Philip  Doddridge. 


B. 

CORPORATION  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

In  Council,  January  19,  1832. 

The  council  having  been  summoned  by  order  of  the  mayor,  to  take  into 
consideration  a  letter  received  by  him|gfrom  the  Hon.  Philip  Doddridge, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  the  communi¬ 
cation,  which  is  in  the  following  words,  having  been  laid  before  the  council: 

“Washington,  14 th  January,  1S32. 

“Dear  sir:  The  Committee  for  the  District  desire  to  know,  in  some 
certain  way,  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  your  county  on  the  following  pro¬ 
positions: 

“  1st.  A  retrocession  to  Virginia; 

“  2d.  A  delegate  on  the  floor  of  Congress; 

“3d.  A  local  legislature. 

“  It  is  hoped  we  may  be  satisfied  in  twelve  days  or  two  w*eeks. 

“Very  respectfully, 

P.  DODDRIDGE. 

“The  Mayor  of  Alexandria 

It  is  therefore  resolved ,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  common  council,  it  is 
inexpedient  to  adopt  either  of  the  propositions  submitted  in  the  said  letter, 
hut  that  it  is  proper  that  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  towTn  and  county 
of  Alexandria  should  be  taken  on  the  said  propositions;  and  to  that  end, 
that  three  commissioners  be  appointed  for  each  ward,  to  open  a  poll  in  each 
ward,  and  receive  the  votes  of  all  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  county  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  taxes  or  levies,  on  the  said  three 
propositions;  and  that  the  names  of  the  voters,  and  the  votes  by  them  given, 
he  set  down  by  the  said  commissioners,  in  books  prepared  by  them  for  that 
purpose.  That  the  said  polls  be  opened  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  and  kept 
open  until  sundown,  on  the  24th  day  of  this  month,  at  James  Morris’s  tavern, 
on  Union  street,  for  the  first  ward,  at  the  court-house  for  the  second  ward, 
at  the  Indian  Queen  tavern  for  the  third  wTard,  and  at  Mrs.  Mills’s,  on 
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Prince  street,  lor  the  fourth  ward;  and  that  the  clerk  of  the  council  do  forth^ 
with  give  notice,  by  advertisement,  in  the  Alexandria  Gazette,  of  the  time 
and  places  at  which  the  said  polls  wili  be  held.  And  John  A.  Stewart, 
Reuben  Johnston,  and  Stephen  Shinn,  are  appointed  commissioners  for  the 
first  ward;  Robert  Anderson,  Alexander  Moore,  and  Robert  Barry,  for  the 
second  ward;  A.  C.  Cazenove,  Joseph  Smith,  and  James  Douglass,  for  the 
third  ward;  Wiliam  A.  Williams,  William  Fowle,  and  George  Brent,  for 
the  fourth  ward.  And  if,  from  bad  weather,  or  any  other  cause,  it  should 
appear  to  the  said  commissioners,  that  all  the  votes  cannot  be  taken  in  one 
day,  then  they  are  hereby  requested  to  continue  the  said  polls  open  for  such 
other  time  as  to  them  may  appear  necessary  to  take  the  said  votes. 

And  be  it  further  resolved ,  That  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the  county, 
and  out  of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  be  requested  to  give  their  votes  at  the 
polls  to  be  opened  at  the  court-house. 

In  Council,  January  23,  1S32. 

To  prevent  misapprehension  as  to  the  manner  of  taking  the  votes  on  the 
24th  instaiit,  by  the  resolution  of  the  common  council,  passed  on  the  19th 
day  of  this  month, 

Be  it  resolved ,  That  the  books  directed  to  be  procured  by  the  said  reso¬ 
lution,  shall  be  ruled  into  four  columns,  which  shall  be  headed  as  follows, 
viz.  the  first  column,  “  for  retrocession  to  Virginia;”  the  second  column, 
“for  a  delegate  on  the  floor  of  Congress;”  third  column,  “for  a  local  legis¬ 
lature;”  and  the  fourth  column,  “against  ali  the  three  preceding  proposi¬ 
tions,  and  to  remain  as  we  are  at  present;”  and  that  the  name  of  each  voter 
shall  be  set  down  in  the  column  under  the  head  for  which  he  may  vote. 

Be  it  further  resolved ,  That  the  votes  of  all  white  male  inhabitants,  in 
the  town  and  county  of  Alexandria,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  up¬ 
wards,  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  taxes  or  levies,  shall  be  received  by 
the  commissioners;  and  that  the  said  commissioners  report  the  result  to  the 
common  council. 

In  Council,  January  28,  1832. 

The  commissioners  appointed  by  council  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  people 
of  the  town  and  county  of  Alexandria  on  the  propositions  contained  in  the 
resolution  of  the  19th  instant,  made  their  reports;  whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  unanimously ,  That  the  reports  of  the  said  commissioners, 
with  the  books  of  the  polls  by  them  returned,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
four,  to  consist  of  one  member  from  eaeh  ward;  and  that  the  said  committee 
be  instructed,  first,  to  compare  the  said  books  with  the  assessment  books  of 
the  corporation  for  the  year  1831;  and  that  they  ascertain,  from  the  said  as¬ 
sessment  books,  the  aggregate  value  of  the  property  assessed  to  those  whp 
voted  for  a  retrocession  to  Virginia,  and  the  aggregate  value  of  the  property 
asessed  to  those  who  voted  against  all  the  propositions  submitted,  and  for 
remaining  as  we  are  at  present  Secondly.  That  they  ascertain  the  num¬ 
ber  of  voters  residing  out  of  the  corporation  of  Alexandria,  who  voted  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  retrocession,  and  the  number  of  such  voters  who  voted  against  the 
three  propositions,  and  for  remaining  as  we  are  at  present;  and  that  the  said 
committee  make  report  to  council. 
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In  Council,  February  13,  1832. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  poll  books 
returned  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  resolution  of  council  of  the 
19th  day  of  last  month,  made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
council;  and,  thereupon, 

Ordered ,  That  the  clerk  do  furnish  the  committee  heretofore  appointed 
to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  the  town,  brought  under  the  consideration  of  Con¬ 
gress,  with  a  copy  thereof,  together  with  the  result  of  the  returns  made  by 
the  commissioners  appointed  for  taking  the  polls. 

•  C. 

REPORT  TO  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OP  ALEXANDRIA. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  poll  books  returned  by  the  com¬ 
missioners  appointed  by  the  resolution  of  council  of  the  19 th  day  of 
last  month ,  respectfully  report: 

That,  on  comparing  the  said  poll  books  with  the  assessment  books  of 
the  corporation  for  the  year  1831,  they  find  that  the  aggregate  amount  of 
property  for  that  year  assessed  to  those  who  voted  against  all  the  proposi¬ 
tions  submitted,  and  for  remaining  as  we  are,  was  -  -  $1,186,400 

And  that  the  aggregate' amount  of  property  assessed  to  those 
vwho  voted  for  retrocession  to  Virginia,  was  -  108,716 

Difference  $1,077,6S4 


Your  committee  were  not,  themselves,  possessed  of  sufficient  information 
of  the  residence  of  many  of  the  voters,  to  enable  them  to  execute,  with  accu¬ 
racy,  that  part  of  your  resolution  of  the  28th  January,  which  directs  them  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  voters  who  resided  out  of  the  corporation;  and,  be¬ 
lieving  it  now  to  be  of  little  importance  that  this  should  be  done,  they  have 
thought  it  advisable  to  report  in  part,  and  await  further  instructions.  In 
respect  of  the  petition  of  William  Biers,  referred  to  your  committee,  they 
beg  leave  to  say  that  the  petitioner  is  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  District  of 
Columbia;  that  he  is  not  subject,  as  far  as  they  can  ascertain,  to  the  payment 
of  any  taxes;  nor  is  he  the  proprietor  of  any  property  within  it.  Your  com¬ 
mittee,  therefore,  canfiot  consider  his  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the  county 
of  Alexandria,  under  these  circumstances,  as  admissible.  That  the  number 
of  the  persons  who  hold  the  said  amount  of  gl,lS6,400  of  assessed  proper¬ 
ty,  is  164,  and  the  number  of  those  who  hold  the  said  $108,716,  is  44. 

A  true  copy. — Teste: 

J.  P  THOMPSON,  C.  C, 


Returns  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  a  resolution  of  the  common 
council  of  January  19,  1832,  to  ascertain  the  opinion  of  the  people 
of  the  town  and  county  of  Alexandria ,  07i  sundry  propositions  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  Hon.  Philip -Doddridge. 

Against  all  the  propositions,  and  for  remaining  as  we  are  at  present,  419. 
For  a  local  legislature,  1. 

For  a  delegate  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  1. 

For  retrocession  to  Virginia,  310. 

A  true  copy.-WTeste:  J.  P.  THOMPSON*  C.  C 


8 


[  Rep.  No.  337.  ] 


SMALL  DEBTS. 

Amendments  recommended  to  the  acts  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts 

out  of  court ,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ,  as  more  conducive  to  the 

interest  and  convenience  of  the  citizens  thereof. 

1.  That,  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint,  as  now  required,  from 
among  the  justices  of  the  peace  now  in  commission,  or  from  the  community 
at  large,  fourteen  sensible  and  discreet  persons  as  justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  district  aforesaid,  to  be  styled  in  their  commissions  efficient  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  in  which  they  respectively  reside,  to  wit,  ten  for 
Washington  county,  seven  of  whom  to  reside  in  Washington  city,  and  to 
hold  their  offices  in  the  different  wards  for  which  they  shall  be  designated, 
that  is  to  say,  two  in  the  third  ward,  and  one  in  each  of  the  other  wards,  un¬ 
less  otherwise  permitted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States;  three  to 
reside  in  Georgetown,  and  to  hold  their  offices  there;  and  four  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria. 

2.  That  they  keep  their  offices  open  every  day,  for  the  transaction  of  bush 
ness,  from  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
(except  on  the  usual  holidays.) 

2.  That,  in  addition  to  the  powers  now  vested  in  justices  of  the  peace,  they 
shall  have  jurisdiction  over  all  cases  of  trespass,  detinue,  trover,  and  con¬ 
version,  where  the  subject  matter  in  dispute  shall  not  exceed  fifty  dollars, 
and  in  all  cases  of  restitution  of  stolen  goods,  and  felony  for  stolen  goods 
not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

4.  That  they  have  power  to  issue  attachments  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  witnesses,  and  to  fine  them  for  such  neglect,  not  exceeding  two  dollars. 

5.  To  fine  persons  for  refusing  to  serve  on  juries,  without  a  satisfactory 
excuse,  one  dollar. 

6.  That  in  all  important  matters  pending  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  he 
may  require  the  presence  of  one.  or  more  of  the  efficient  justices  to  act 
conjointly  with  him,  with  the  same  powers  th.y  have  separately. 

7.  That  all  assessments  or  transfers  of  judgments  shall  be  recorded  on  the 
docket  of  the  justice  who  rendered  them,  within  five  days  after  such  assess¬ 
ment  or  transfer,  for  the  benefit  of  the  parties  concerned. 

8.  That  the  justices  be  allowed  the  same  fees  for  services  required  under 
this  act,  as  are  authorized  in  other  cases,  or  similar  thereto. 

9.  That  the  powers  of  all  other  justices  in  Washington  city,  Georgetown, 
and  Alexandria,  shall  cease  and  determine  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
other  than  as  conservators  of  the  peace,  and  for  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds. 

10.  That  justices  of  the  peace  be  allowed  the  same  fees  for  cases  of  assault 
and  battery,  and  all  others,  as  are  allowed  in  civil  cases. 

11.  That  the  constables  be  allowed  fifty  cents  for  serving  every  warrant 
for  assault  and  battery,  and  the  same  fees  for  other  parts  of  their  duty  relat¬ 
ing  thereto,  as  are  now  allowed  in  civil  cases. 


The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  foregoing  amendments  to 
the  laws  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts  out  of  court,  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  as  the  result  of  many  years’  experience,  as  justices 
of  the  peace,  under  the  laws  now  in  force  in  this  district,  as  adding  mpch  to 
the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  citizens  thereof.  As  the  appointments. 


are  to  be  made  de  novo,  they  can  have  no  object  but  the  public  good,  and 
therefore  trust  their  views  will  be  duly  appreciated.  They  will  take  occasion 
to  remark  that  the  62d  section  of  the  bill  now  reported  for  the  more  speedy  ad¬ 
ministration  of  justice  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  is  fraught  with  inconve¬ 
niences  and  trouble  to  the  citizens  generally,  and  is  universally  condemned 
by  them.  To  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  from  its  dense  population,  it  may 
not  be  so  objectionable;  but  on  this  side  the  river,  where  many  of  the  busy 
parts  of  the  county  are  so  distant  from  the  clerk’s  office,  much  inconvenience 
will  result;  nor  have  we  ever  heard  a  whisper  of  complaint  or  objection  to 
either  of  the  parts  of  the  law  proposed  to  be  altered  by  that  bill;  all  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILL.  HEBB, 

CH.  W.  WHARTON,  J.  Peace. 

Washington,  February  16,  1832. 
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